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Below you can find the major concerns BRE 75 o=
of our school, which include promoting Deep — =
Learning through Experimental Learning HERRFZA e H 25
as well as Empowering students with FR3C BRI ZEm RS &R EEMm
good qualities of Empathy, Respect and B RARSZE Mr. Donald White
Commitment.
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Areas of Major Concern

A. Promoting Deep Learning through Experiential
Learning

1. To implement experiential learning by developing subject-
based activities inside and outside classrooms

1.1 To enhance learning atmosphere and motivation by
incorporating experiential learning into classroom learning &
teaching: Experience, Reflect and Share, Generalize and Apply

To organize experiential learning activities across subjects /
KLAs outside classrooms

To organize in-house sharing of good practices on experiential
learning

To foster good learning skills and strategies in experiential

learning

2.1 To build effective learning habits and study skills in junior levels

2.2 To promote students’ strive for knowledge beyond textbooks
through e-Reading strategies (junior levels), e-Learning
platforms

To excel brotherhood through study groups (senior levels) and
peer tutoring (senior coaching juniors)

To develop the spirit of exploration and innovation
among students by promoting STEM education and
entrepreneurship

3.1 To promote problem-based learning in classroom teaching
3.2 To organize school-based STEM-related activities

3.3 To provide platform for entrepreneurship experience
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B. Empowerment of students with good qualities of
empathy, respect and commitment so as to face
the challenges in the future

1. To provide learning environment and experience for
students in promoting positive values and attitudes
(Theme: Cherish with Gratitude)

1.1 To cultivate students’ sense of appreciation towards what they
possess and foster their gratitude to nature, families, school and
community through classroom teaching and outside classroom
activities

. To strengthen students’ bonding with others in families,
school and community (Theme: Caring culture in
Brotherhood)

2.1 To establish a positive culture in the class and enhance a sense
of belonging through Class Ethos Scheme

2.2 To promote a harmonious atmosphere and cultivate strong
bonding among students and between teachers and students

2.3 To excel brotherhood by offering peer coaching and support to
schoolmates

A. Board Display Competition (S1-S6) — ongoing in the first
term

B. Welcome Back Video (S1-S6) — conducted on 23/9/2020
(S1,S5,S6) and 29/9/2020 (S2-S4) [Campus TV Team]
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3. To further enhance and sustain students’ sense of
commitment to their respective roles so as to enable them
to become contributing members to their families, school
and community (Theme: Self-discipline and Perseverance)

3.1 To reinforce self-discipline and self-management of students
through goal setting

3.2 To enhance students’ competence in problem-solving,
collaboration, communication and sense of responsibility
through leadership training

To strengthen students’ perseverance and resilience in order to
face challenges and adversities through various developmental
programs on positive thinking and stress management

A. Inauguration Ceremony — to be conducted on 23/10/2020

B. Sharing by 1920 S6 Old Boys (S5) — to be conducted on
12/10/2020

. Sharing by 1920 S6 Old Boys (S6) — to be conducted on
20/10/2020 [CLP Team]

. Leadership Training Workshops — to be conducted on
17/10/2020 and 24/10/2020

To develop teachers’ professionalism in empowering

students with good qualities of empathy, respect and

commitment so as to face the challenges in the future
(Theme: Professional Sharing)

4.1 To raise teachers’ awareness and competence in promoting
positive values and caring culture through in-house sharing of
good practices and professional training
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Hook — Based on a true story

On 12 April 1831, a detachment of 74 rifle soldiers
were returning back to their barracks, marching four
abreast in perfect unison. On the way, the troops
were crossing the Broughton Suspension Bridge
as usual, when they suddenly noticed a strange
vibration under their feet. It was the bridge, bouncing
in rhythm with their footsteps. Finding it amusing,
some of them started to whistle a marching tune,
and to &quot; humour it by the manner in which
they stepped&quot;. Like most stories that start
with whistling men marching to the beat of a tune,
it ended in tragedy. That’s life for you. One moment
you’re marching happily with your fellow brothers-
in-arms, and the next you’re tumbling into a cold
river like Humpty Dumpty when he sat on a wall.
Unlike Humpty Dumpty, no one couldn’t be put
together again. Zero casualties and only 20 injured.
Apparently, the soldiers were so in synch that they
hit the resonant frequency of the bridge. At that time
vertical movement was deemed insignificant during
the engineering of the bridge, and caused its tragic
collapse. It’s always the small things you don’t notice
that cause those big changes. Those negligible, itsy-
bitsy things.

In chaos theory, there’s this peculiar thing called the
Butterfly Effect, which is the sensitive dependence
on initial conditions in which a small change in one
state of a deterministic nonlinear system can result in
large differences in a later state. This is fancy science
talk for “very small changes can cause drastically
different outcomes”. If on that day, the engineers
suddenly took vertical oscillation into consideration,
or if the soldiers decided to not march but leisurely
stroll across the bridge, or if they took a detour to
buy ice cream, the tragedy may not have happened.
Construction costs may have rose, troops may have
been scolded by their superiors, but hey — the less
bridge collapses the merrier, am | right?

| once came across an intriguing article on the
Internet a few years back, and here’s a brief retelling
of it. A few centuries back, Americans were unhappy
about high tax rates and started a revolution against
Britain. Britain’s best frenemy France assisted the
revolution by sending tons of money across the
Atlantic. However, that caused the French monarchy
to go broke. That, and the American Revolution,
inspired French peasants to start a revolution of
their own, resulting in the birth of social nationalism
and distrust of the ruling class. After that happened,
Napoleon rose to power and capitalised on such
nationalism to become one of the most powerful
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leaders of Europe. People from other European
countries followed suit and pitted against their
countries’ ruling class. For the rest of the century,
social unrest caused most kingdoms and dynasties o
be overthrown or abolished.

This social unrest grew and grew. Then, a Serbian
called Princip assassinated the Austrian Archduke,
causing World War One. The Allies won the war
and the Treaty of Versailles was signed, stating that
Germany was at fault and should be held responsible
for all the bad stuff that happened in the last couple
years. This put an enormous financial burden on the
German state and once again the people were pitted
against their incompetent rulers. A war veteran by the
name of Hitler made use of this anger and brought the
same nationalism to Germany in a more radical way.
Later, World War Two happened. Imperialist Japan
and Fascist Italy joined Nazi Germany to expand their
collective empires. Japan, in an act that cost them the
war, bombed Pearl Harbour. As a thank-you present,
the US dropped two atomic bombs on Japan, leading
to Japan’s surrender. World War Two ended and
Japan was placedunder American rule.

During this period, the Japanese were exposed to
American culture. American comics, cartoons and
other never-before-seen entertainment became a
nationwide sensation. This influenced Japanese
artists to write comics by themselves called manga,
these manga would be adapted into Japan-made
cartoons called anime. Anime prospered and became
a worldwide phenomenon. Anime such as Dragon
Ball Z, Naruto and One Piece became immensely
popular in the US as well. Then anime fanatics known
as weebs popped up in the US, making them refuse
American culture and falling in love with anime girls
(waifus). Some say this is a deliberate revenge act
on America and anime was designed to appeal to
Americans and manipulate their minds to make them
be more Japanese. Who knows? In a world where
homeless immigrants are seen as hostile terrorists,
this theory may be true. Anyway, the emergence of
weebs lowered productivity of the Americans. So it is
concluded that the American revolution lowered the
productivity of the American people. Bet you didn’t
study that in History class.

I will always remember that fateful day when | had
a firsthand experience of the notorious effect. | was
at work but | was on cloud nine. | was planning to
propose to my gqirlfriend at dinner after work. | felt
extra happy that day, so I did all my work swiftly and




checked out of work early. At 5pm, | left my office and
went to the parking lot for my car. | was so excited
that | whistled to the monotonic elevator music and
marched to the beat of my little tune as | approached
my car. | dug deep into my pocket for the keys — dear
me, | seemed to have left it in my office. Naturally,
| couldn’t drive without my keys, so | went back up,
grabbed my keys and hurried downstairs. That little
manoeuvre cost me ten minutes.

It’'s okay, | thought to myself, good thing | left the
office early. | started the car and drove out of the
parking lot. My dinner date was supposed to start at 6,
now it was 5:10. | had all the time in the world. Being
the sweet romantic | was, | thought why not buy my
girl some flowers. Classic. | took a big U-turn on the
next junction, ignoring the angry drivers honking at
me furiously.

The florist was a sweet old lady with a kind smile on
her face. She always had a smile on her face, and
her voice was as soothing as Morgan Freeman’s.
“Fancy seeing you here, handsome,” she greeted me
as | walked in the door. “How’s Emily these days?”

“She’s doing fine, thank you very much,” | replied. “In
fact I'm going to propose to her this evening.”

“Oh, that’s wonderful, darling. I'm so happy for you.
She’s always been a sweet girl.”

“So | was thinking of buying some flowers for the
occasion.”

“Ah, what about a bunch of roses for the lady?” she
suggested, picking up a huge bouquet.

“That would be wonderful. Thank you, Mrs Connor.” |
handed her the money and grabbed the roses.

“Don’t mention it. Good luck, darling!” she said as
| left for the door. | waved to her with a smile and
headed back to my car. | checked the time. 5:30,
plenty of time to spare. The restaurant’s just a
15-minute drive away, | thought to myself.

Of course, it was not just a 15-minute drive away. A
traffic jam was starting to form on the road and there’s
no sign of the cars in front of me moving anytime
soon. After minutes of waiting, a policeman knocked
on my window. | lowered the window and asked what
was going on.

“10 minutes ago there was a car crash,” said the
policeman. “So you’re stuck here for a while.”

“How long exactly is ‘a while’, officer?”
“Well, | say about half an hour, mate.”

I glanced at my watch — 5:45. | looked up at the
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officer, “Well then I'm screwed, officer, | don’t have
thirty minutes. Are there any alternative routes or
something?”

The officer stroked his non-existent beard, “Well, if
you reverse and turn right at that street over there,
turn left at the next junction and go along Bond
Street, you should be fine.”

| thanked the officer. | and the two drivers behind
me backed away from the line of cars and turned
into Bond Street. | should arrive on time when | go
a little faster, | say to myself. And | did. | hit the gas
and overtook the slow drivers in front of me. I felt like
| was in Speed driving the bus that can’t go under
50mph. Then, | caught a glimpse of the traffic light
turning yellow. This is a golden opportunity to make
up for the lost time. | accelerated further. The car was
making vrooming sounds | had never

heard. That was probably the longest traffic light
change | had ever experienced.

But then | didn’t make it. The light turned red right
when | was about to cross. My left foot slammed
against the brakes and the tires screeched against
the asphalt. | was out of breath. Who knew reckless
driving was that stressful? Well, | said to myself, I'm
definitely late. | look to my right — the bouquet of
roses is sat next to me, perfectly intact. At that fateful
moment, | had the sudden urge to check if | had
brought the engagement ring. | opened my briefcase
and checked inside. There was the ring, sitting
comfortably in a pretty little box. Phew.

Suddenly, a deafening honk flooded my ears. | looked
up and realised the lights had changed. | tuck the
briefcase under the seat next to me and started the
car. “Well, better late than never,” | said to no one in
particular. Then my eyesight faded to black.

| woke up to the sounds of tolling bells. 6 tolls.
6 o’clock. I'm running late to my date, | thought.
Looking around, a crowd was surrounding me, with
shocked looks on their faces. That’s when | realised
- | was not in my car. Why was | not in my car? |
glanced behind me - a white Toyota Prius with most
of its front damaged. A large hook was sticking out
of the windshield and it was surrounded by a puddle
of squished watermelon. The driver probably went
to buy some groceries. Rose petals were poetically
falling out of the car door - at least | think it’s a car
door. The car was so disfigured | couldn’t make out
most of its components. “Wait a second, isn’t this my
car?” | tried to talk to myself. Then | realised | can’t
talk. | opened my mouth but nothing came out.

“This isn’t right. This can’t be.” | reach out to the
growing crowd in front of me. Many of them were on
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their phones with their hands covering their mouths.
Some of them were teary-eyed and some looked
away in disgust. Their reactions are different but one
thing is certain, they didn’t acknowledge | was there.
I, the owner of the wrecked car, who had presumably
gone out of my car, probably with blood over my face.
But nobody talked to me or even looked at me. It was
as if | didn’t exist. | started to panic but then | felt an
unusual calm in my chest. I felt... lighter, and happier,
as if | had nothing to worry about. At the instant, | had
a hunch. A hunch I’'m not wanting to prove true. But |
had to make sure, so | went in front of the windshield.
Seated at the driver’s seat was a person - a person
barely recognisable. The person was wearing a suit -
men’s wear. The person was a man, but not just any

man. | couldn’t believe it, it was me. | was dead.

Everything started to make sense. Those weren'’t
watermelons. Those were my brains. | was looking at
my dead body, which had no head. | felt like throwing
up, but | couldn’t puke. Ghosts couldn’t puke. | was
unusually calm about this. | should be panicking, but
I wasn’t. | guess calmness was the default feeling in
death. Suddenly | heard sirens blaring in the distance
and saw policemen trying to manage the scene. |
recognised the officer | met back at the traffic jam.
Looking at him reminded me of my dinner, the date,
my plans to ask Emily to marry me.

Oh no.

I realised | would never see her again. | realised |
would never attend the date. | realised | would never
have the chance to get down on one knee and tell her
I love her and want spend the rest of my life with her.
| would never have a family with her. | would never
watch my children grow up, in fact | would never have
any children at all. | couldn’t accept this. | couldn’t
do anything. | screamed at the top of my lungs but
nothing came out. | wanted to cry but no tears shed. |
hated this feeling. | hated that this happened to me. |
couldn’t go. Not now.

The world works in mysterious ways. Just when | was
announcing my unwillingness to leave this world, |
started to float up and leaving everyone behind. How
dramatic. As | was floating up, | had an incredible
aerial view of the city. Police tape was put to surround
the scene and the passers-by started to return to
their cars. Out in the distance, | saw the restaurant
| was supposed to be at that moment - an open
terrace with fancy umbrellas and a string quartet. All
the tables were full with couples and families, except
for one particular table in the corner. At the table sat
a woman in a glamorous dress fidgeting in her seat
anxiously. Emily, beautiful as always: Who would’ve
known that | would never arrive at the table? | tried
to reach out to her, flailing my arms about, trying to
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stop floating and fly to her side, to say my goodbyes,
to give her that ring | prepared for her... oh right, I left
the ring in the car anyway.

| rose so high | reached the top of a skyscraper under
construction. Above the site was a yellow crane. An
ordinary yellow crane you’ll see all the time, but it was
missing a hook. Inside the crane compartment was a
construction worker huddled in a corner, crying and
shaking, mumbling incomprehensible words. ‘I see,
the hook fell and hit me in the head,” | realised.

A bright light shone above me, blinding my eyes. Is
there an afterlife? Is there a heaven and a hell? Do
I go to Kings Cross Station like Harry Potter did? My
head was filled with dozens of questions. | felt a gust
of wind blowing around me, pulling my soul out of this
world. The calmness in my mind intensified. | closed
my eyes and hoped for the best. | had accepted my
death, but | couldn’t stand what | done to my family,
my friends, my Emily...

The evening news that night was quite the spectacle.
First, a car accident which took the lives of two kids
and their mother. Then, the suicide of a construction
worker - the father of the two kids. Lastly, a freak
accident involving a crane hook falling down
and killing a random driver. Here’s where it gets
interesting: The construction worker was a crane
operator, whom after learning of the death of his
family, slams his hand against the controls of the
crane in a fit of rage. This triggers the crane hook to
fall and killing the innocent man who was just going to
dinner with his girlfriend. After realising what he had
done, and overwhelmed with grief, the crane operator
took his own life by jumping out of the crane. It was a
tragic hour of death, tragedy, and coincidence.

You may ask, how does a ghost watch human TV?
Well, a ghost is free to roam the land. | was at the
restaurant where | was supposed to meet Emily. | was
with her when | watched the evening news. | tried to
comfort her with my non-existent hand as she broke
down at the table and was reduced to tears. My new
ghost friends said | was not at fault and that it was
just an unfortunate accident. It is very improbable
that a driver in a moving car will be hit square in the
head by a crane hook falling down. This made me
look back at that fateful hour - if | had noticed the
lights changing, | would have driven out of harms
way; if | hadn’t checked for my engagement ring, |
would have noticed the lights changing; if | had made
the yellow light beforehand, | wouldn’t have stopped
the car and checked for the ring; if it weren’t for the
officer, | wouldn’t have taken that route; if it weren't
for that traffic jam, | would never have met that man;
if I hadn’t bought for roses, | wouldn’t be in that traffic
Jjam, since the accident was 10 minutes before that




happened; if | hadn’t left my office early, | wouldn’t
have had the time to think about getting roses at all.
In fact, come to think of it, if | hadn’t forgotten my car
keys in the office, | would’ve left my office ten minutes
earlier, and even if | had gone to buy roses, | would
have avoided the traffic accident and the falling crane
hook. | would have met with my girlfriend and | would
have proposed to her. | was killed because | left my
car keys at the office.

| also realised that my last words were “better late
than never”.

If my death was the American revolution, it did more
than just lowering the productivity of the American
people. After hearing this untimely news, my father
went into shock, and he was never the same again.
He seldom talked and almost never left bed. It was as
if he was paralysed. My mother was forced to quit her
Jjob and had to take care of him, while at the same
time she had to work part time. It was excruciating
and it took a heavy toll on her health. On multiple
occasions | witnessed her looking at herself in the
mirror wanting to kill herself. She was always crying
quietly alone, afraid of letting my father know. The
only thing stopping her from taking her life was my
father, who surely wouldn'’t last long had she left him.
It always grieves me to watch over them at this sorry
state. | was the only child in the family and now their
bloodline cannot be extended. That was harsh.

Then there’s Emily, poor girl. She was, and still is,
constantly depressed. To this day, she cannot get
over the fact that I'm dead. She eventually found
the engagement rings in my earthly remains, and
this saddened her even more. In this age of free
love, seldom do you see a widow wearing her dead
fiancé’s ring on her pinky. Emily never took it off. She
tried to overcome this sadness by dating someone
else, but that only reminded her of the times we used
to spend together. | feel sorry for every new boy she
met, as every date ends with her crying horrendously.
At that point she would look away and refuse any
help from her date. Comforting her is a fruitless job,
and ultimately she gave up dating anyone at all.

The funeral home is a joyless, cold place. It makes
people shudder whenever they go there. | believe this
is due to the fact that the ghosts of the dead like to
see their families and friends coming together at the
occasion, so the parlour is full of them. Today, | will be
Joining the ranks of these ghosts as it is my funeral.
My body (or what’s left of it) is placed in a small,
stone-cold room in a wooden coffin. The funeral hall
is relatively small in size as not many guests are
expected. | sit on my own coffin as the servicemen
place fruit platters before an altar with my photo on
it. | don’t think they understand that ghosts can’t eat
human food or eat anything at all, but still | thank
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them silently. Moments of waiting have passed. | see
my mother, now with a crooked back and dark circles
around her eyes. On closer inspection, she had more
wrinkles on her face and her palms are covered in
calluses. She was pushing a wheelchair, a wheelchair
carrying my father.

My father has not changed much since the incident.
Emotionless. Speechless. A living man who is empty
inside. A hollow shell. The only thing that tells you
he’s alive are the eyes - green and bright, but only
sadness remains in those orbs. Every now and then
drool will leak out of his cracked lips, and my mother
will take out her handkerchief for the hundredth time
and wipe it away tenderly. Only God knows what’s
going on in his head.

Later, Emily enters the hall. She’s as beautiful as
ever, but she’s also getting skinnier by the day. She
donned a black trench coat and wore a black hat
with a black rose pinned to her chest. On her pinky
is the ring | planned on giving her a few months ago.
Scratches have started to appear on the surface, and
the skin around the ring has reddened, yet she never
took it off, ever. My mother stood up immediately
once she saw her. They hugged each other silently.
They have nothing more to say. They’d rather not
talk about it. In the next couple of hours, friends from
work, old mates from college, even the florist Mrs
Connor, who has offered Emily a bouquet of roses,
exactly like the one | bought.

After the funeral, | follow my coffin to the burial
ground. Only my parents and Emily stayed for
the burial. | am going to be buried next to my
grandparents, in the cemetery a few blocks from my
home. The pastor says a few encouraging words and
sings Amazing Grace, then he says prayer with my
family and lowers my body into the ground. | wrapped
my ghostly arms around them as Emily starts to sob.
Then my mother starts to cry. | feel imaginary tears
welling in my ghost eyes as Emily buried her face in
my mother’s shoulder. Even now, my father hasn’t
reacted one bit, but | can see in his eyes that he feels
more sad than ever. The shovels are taken out and
the coffin is being buried. | look away and leave the
cemetery as wails of pain and agony echo in the cold
November air. | can only hope the repercussions stop
here.

Like most stories that start with whistling men
marching to the beat of a tune, mine ended in
tragedy.

Afterword: By the way, this did happen. A woman in
Kuala Lumpur who was hit in the head by a crane
hook. She was driving a car, and the car was moving.
The other stuff is the product of my imagination.
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